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Establishing landslide hazard and risk for an entire nation is a difficult task and only a few, largely empirical, attempts have been pursued. The main difficulty to determine landslide hazard, and to ascertain the associated risk, for very large areas lies in the complexity and diversity of the landslide phenomena, and in the limited availability of relevant information for territories extending for hundreds of thousands of square kilometres. At European level and according to the common criteria established by the Soil Information Working Group and by the European Soil Bureau Network, quantitative model-based (Tier 2) assessment of landslide susceptibility requires geographical (distributed) information on landslides. This information can be obtained from landslide inventory maps and associated databases. Landslide inventories have been collected by some European nations, on a national level or a state level or within particular regions. For these territories, it is principally possible to perform quantitative Tier 2 evaluations of landslide susceptibility adopting modern assessment techniques. 

In Italy, relevant information has become available to attempt a quantitative, nationwide (synoptic) assessment of landslide hazard and of the associated risk to the population. To determine landslide hazard in Italy we adopted a simplified version of a recently proposed probabilistic model to determine landslide hazard at the basin scale. The municipality – an administrative/political subdivision – was selected as the mapping unit of reference. Results of the hazard/risk modelling are shown using synoptic maps that portray landslide hazard/risk in the 8103 Italian municipalities in five probability classes, from very low to very high. The maps, albeit preliminary, are remarkable, and may be used by national and regional civil protection authorities, by national and regional environmental agencies, and by insurance and re-insurance companies to determine levels of landslide hazards and of landslide risk to the population of Italy.

